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MEETING DETAILS  

Description: Justice and Charity Committee Meeting Minutes  
Date: October 18, 2022 
Time: 7:00 - 8:15  PM 
Location: Zoom 
Chair: Steve Melcher 
Members  

Present: Kathy Browning, Bob Cooley, Tim Dulac, Mirla Conlon (JCC Coordinator) 
Absent: Bob Brezinski, Lisa Harvey, Carol Wirsbinski (PPC Liaison) 
Recorder: Steve Melcher 

 
Committee Mission/Purpose - Through the Justice and Charity ministries, we encounter 
the Christ in our brothers and sisters as we prayerfully learn about and respond to their 
needs and the root causes of those needs. We are transformed through these encounters as 
we more faithfully follow the greatest commandments: to love God with all our heart, soul, 
and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 
OPENING ACTIVITIES 

Opening Prayer – Tim Dulac 
 
Parish Pastoral Council Update:   Carol Wirsbinski provided PPC updates in her written 
report which was distributed with the agenda.  Highlights of that report are as follows: 

● Faith Formation has 230 children from 160-180 families this year. 

● The PPC will hold off on finalizing and distributing its goal until it can ensure they 
are aligned with the diocese’s goals (which should be set forth in the Archbishop’s 
synod letter on November 20) and reflect responses to committee feedback. 

 

JCC Program Updates: Mirla Conlon provided JCC program updates in her written report 
which was distributed with the agenda.  Mirla highlighted the following: 

● Fair Trade will be publicized in this week’s bulletin along with a SignUpGenius link. 

● Giving Tree will be publicized in next week’s bulletin. 

● Thanksgiving Baskets kick-off is October 15-22 and pledge tables will be in the 
gathering space. 

● Loaves & Fishes ministry is in dire need of volunteers, especially serving the Friday 
dinner, and urged committee members to reach out to their networks to encourage 
others to volunteer for this ministry; she also encouraged committee members to 
volunteer for this ministry.   
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● The Open Door is in the process of conducting a capital campaign to pay for the 
completion of its new space.  The new location will consolidate the Open Door’s 
various spaces (store, administration, warehouse, etc.) into a single location and 
enable the Open Door to expand the number of people it serves. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Progress on Goal 1: Introduction of CST into the culture of SJN 

A. 8-Part CST Series 
i. Promotion of the CST Series—There have been a number of efforts to 

promote the upcoming series, including: 

▪ October 10th Article in Catholic Spirit 

▪ Fr. Tony’s October 10th Interview on the Practicing Catholic Show] 

▪ SJN’s October 14th E-Newsletter 

▪ SJN’s October 16th Bulletin 

▪ Facebook 

▪ Another e-newsletter blast will come out next Monday, the day before the 
first session 

▪ Mirla is contacting nearby parishes to invite them to promote the CST series 

Some concerns were raised about the CST publicity:  

▪ Publicity in the e-newsletter isn’t visible on some devices unless  the reader 
scrolls to the bottom and clicks on “View entire message”—many readers of 
the e-newsletter may be unaware that they aren’t getting the full information 
without clicking on that link. 

▪ Information included in the bulletin was primarily about the speaker and 
didn’t provide information about the content, didn’t state the “when” and 
“where,” and didn’t encourage attendance through an invitation—it merely 
directs the reader to the SJN website and some readers may not be that 
computer literate.  Many readers of the bulletin may not read the e-
newsletter and/or may not be aware that the information in the e-newsletter 
may be different than what is in the bulletin.   

Mirla indicated that some of these concerns were also noted by SJN staff, and she 
will bring our concerns to Bryn’s attention to see if they can be addressed in 
future promotions. 

The suggestion was made that, in place of a photo of the speaker, some imagery 
be inserted that relates to the CST theme that is the subject of the upcoming 
presentation. 
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ii. Volunteer Roles for the Evening 

▪ So far we have 28 volunteers, 26 of whom are able to help with the first 
evening. 

▪ Kathy will try to inform us ahead of the presentation date what roles each of 
the volunteers will play. 

B. Other Efforts to Introduce CST into the Culture of SJN 

i. Discuss with the Liturgy Committee whether it would be feasible to include one 
prayer in the Prayers of the Faithful that is based on one of the CST themes. 

ii. Discuss with the Faith Formation Committee how CST is being (or can be) made 
at least a part of the curriculum.  There is some mention of CST in the “deeds 
and actions” portion of the curriculum, and students are given opportunities to 
volunteer in the JCC ministries.  Perhaps we can encourage Faith Formation to 
bring CST more into the curriculum for next year. 

iii. Discuss with Faithful Shephard administration how it might develop some 
curriculum pertaining to CST for next year. 

iv. Promote activities that build upon learning the themes of CST (similar to what 
Building the Common Good has done).  These activities might be related to 
subjects that are generated by participants in the 8-part CST series.  Some of 
these activities are already happening in our ministries and/or in the 
community at large (e.g., MICAH’s bus tour, the Pen Pal prison ministry, Angel 
Tree, etc.) and all we need to do is link people to these activities. 

2. Future Agenda Items 

i. Progress on Goal 2:  Ensure that the Committee and Ministries align with the 
requirements of the Parish Pastoral Council goals & mission. 

ii. Recommendations for possible new ministries. 
 
Closing Prayer  Bob Cooley 
 
Next Meeting 
November 8, 2022,  7:00 PM, SJN Social Hall (beginning with joint meeting with PPC) 


